BRITISH

BRIEF INTRODUCTORY SURVEY

EXACTLY one hundred and fifty years ago a Madras Civilian named
Mr. Hollond, was sent by the Governor and Council of the Fort
St. George factory to the Court of the " Subehdar " of the Deccan
on a purely diplomatic mission. The successors of this envoy in course
of time when the ascendancy of the British nation over the political affairs
of the Nizam gradually asserted itself, came to be known as Residents.
They were sent, to quote the words of a later Governor-General, " for
gaining the Nizam's good will and esteem, and, at the same time, to
discover any intrigues that may be meditated," ^and also " to keep a
watchful eye upon his Highnesses conduct, and to endeavour by every
means in their power to establish a confidential and friendly communi-
cation between the two governments."

A few years before the advent of this first envoy, instances had not
been wanting of Englishmen attempting to gain favours and trading faci-
lities from the " Subehdar " by every possible means, appealing to him for
help against the French and putting up with great inconveniences and

sometimes   humiliations from the   haughty rulers  of the Deccan.    But
now conditions had changed.

THE EARLY EUROPEANS

The founder of the Nizam's dynasty was decidedly a friend of
the early British traders. In 1747, we find the latter petitioning him to
help them to recover Fort St. George from the hands of the French
who had shortly before captured it. As a result, the Nawab of the
Carnatic was ordered to take prompt punitive measures and a large
army under a son of the Nawab was sent to Madras, to be beaten
back by a handful of trained sepoys under French commanders!

The death in 1748 of the great Asaf Jah, who was a steadying factor in
the history of those days, threw India into a state of great disorder
surcharged with intrigue, and as Macaulay puts it, f< scarcely any

aggression   could be   without   a pretext,   either   in old   laws  or  recent

<

On the one hand the French started making great efforts at gain*
frig   supremacy   over  the   native* powers by actively entering   into their

